
 

TAPS Early Science Learning Story  

 
Context: Digging provocation 
 

Reception 
Age 4-5 

Title:  Owl Pellets 

Adult-led focus on close observation 
The children had a real interest in digging during last week’s forest school so this week we 
have enhanced many areas of continuous provision with a link to digging things. To link to our 
theme learning about amazing animals we dissected real owl pellets. 
  
 
 
First we 
predicted what it 
was. We then 
learned that it 
was an owl 
pellet and talked 
about what we 
could see. We 
think the owl 
had eaten a 
mouse or a bird 
as we found a 
tiny skull, 
feathers and fur.  
 
 
 
 

 
Possible future 
provision / next 
steps 
Find out about 
what other 
animals eat.  
Explore bones in 
our bodies and 
in the bodies of 
other animals. 

Learning outcomes (Development Matters, Reception):  
Understanding the World: Explore the natural world around them. 

Example from Plympton St Mary’s Infant School, Plymouth 
 


